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February 1, 2011

Mr. Tim Aldrich, President
Montana Wildlife Federation
5530 North Montana Avenue
Helena, MT 59601

Dear Mr. Aldrich,

Recently, Skip Kowalski of the Montana Wildlife Federation (MWF) circulated an editorial that
calls out organizations like RMEF and the sportsmen of Montana in a way that draws a clear line
of separation between MWF and true hunter-based conservation.

In this editorial, MWF accuses groups like RMEF of being “politically incompetent,” “hot-headed
and misguided newcomers to conservation leadership,” and “politically inexperienced hunter
groups...leaping onto the anti-predator circus wagon.” All of this confrontational rhetoric
demonstrates elitism, arrogance and a political slant intended to advance MWF’s own political
purposes.

In fact, this editorial was so over the top, even Sen. Tester’s staff asked MWF to “calm down and
tone it down.” That alone is very telling in many ways.

Frankly, we are proud to be called politically incorrect and incompetent by MWF standards.
RMEF does not seek to cozy up with politicians. It's not part of our mission to carry water for any
political party. Instead, we're focused on national-level wildlife issues and letting each state’s
residents, hunters and conservation agencies handle their respective wildlife management
policies.

Aside from its rhetoric, the MWF editorial is simply not well informed. The author states that
groups like ours are looking to gut the Endangered Species Act (ESA). That’s not even close to
the truth. We see value in this act—along with plenty of room to improve it.

Conversely, MWF seems to worship the ESA in spite of the many clear abuses of this act over
the past 16 years by environmental and animal rights groups. MWF seems unconcerned that, all
across the Northern Rockies, wolves have been officially recovered since 2002, yet populations
remain unmanaged and damaging elk herds, livestock and rural economies. That view, in
lockstep with Defenders of Wildlife, ignores correctable problems with the ESA.

It seems obvious that MWF does not support science-based wolf management when your parent
organization’s Web site offers the public an opportunity to “Adopt-A-Wolf” and claims to be the
“leading advocate for wolves and grizzly bears.” The fact is, “adopting” wolves is so far away from
science-based management and the North American Model of Wildlife Conservation, we can only
conclude that your wolf position must be a fundraising tool, just like Defenders of Wildlife.






